SCOTTISH  POLICY

conducing of good peace between the two realms we assure you
that we never were ne yet be minded that any other living person
shall have the honour and doing thereof, but ye, who like a most
tender mother, for the weal and surety of your son, and the
benefit of that realm, have always most diligently laboured and
procured the same, ne it is any matter to be attempted by a
personage but of such great and high estate as ye be of, being
sister to us, and mother to our said dearest nephew. . . .

After this delicate approach, he comes to the real point.
Angus shall not have any credit for the peace.

We have expressly ordained and determined all to be done by
your hands and conduct, ascertaining you that concerning the
repair into that realm of our said cousin of Angus, or his further
proceeding, we have taken and shall take such ways that he
remaining on the Borders shall enterprise or intermeddle no
further than ye shall will or command, and be contented withal.

(July 21 ?, 1524.)

The English ascendancy, however, was lost as quickly as it
had been gained, this time largely through the instrumentality
of Queen Margaret. As she had not yet obtained her divorce
from Angus she was technically * living in sin' with Henry
Stewart, Lord Methuen, and was consequently determined to
prevent Angus from returning to Scotland. When she realized
that her brother, in spite of his promises, meant to allow Angus
to return she threw in her lot with the French faction. ' I will
not labour no more to the pleasure of the king my brother,5 she
wrote, ' but look the best way I may for myself.' She released
the Chancellor, Beton, whom she had previously imprisoned, and
sent his nephew David, afterwards Cardinal Beton, to the court
of France. It was a set-back for Henry, who at this juncture left
Wolsey and Norfolk1 to tell his sister exactly what he thought
of her. Again the words may be Wolsey's, but the tone is
Henry's.

1 Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, succeeded his father as Duke of
Norfolk in May, 1524.